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today to make fervent use of such ejacula
tions,* that we may truly become “ angels 
of consolation” for the suffering souls.

6 . The Rosary

Another most efficacious prayer for the 
faithful departed is the Rosary. The 
Blessed Virgin herself assures us through 
St. Dominic that “ the release of the souls 
in purgatory is one of the chief effects of 
the Rosary." The Rosary is more precious 
by far to the poor souls than silver and 
gold are in the eyes of worldlings. They 
love this prayer because it is an urgent 
supplication to their most powerful Media
trix —  the Mother of God —  which may 
not easily be denied. In a single Rosary, 
the pleading petition “ Pray for us”  is re
peated fifty times. In this instance it 
means “ Pray for the poor souls.” So im
petuous, so manifold a petition, Mary, the 
clement Virgin, surely cannot refuse!

Moreover, the numerous Indulgences 
with which the Rosary is enriched are a 
most efficacious means o f canceling the in
debtedness of the poor souls and of hasten
ing their release from the fiery prison of 
purgatory. So generously have the popes 
endowed the Rosary with indulgences that 
one might almost say there is no prayer

•Oor booklet Indulgenced Prayers sad Aspirations
contains most of the indulgenced ejaculations in 
common nse, conveniently classified. 10# per copy, 
pine postage; redaction on quantities.
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which can more effectively aid the poor 
souls.

Blessed Alanus relates that many mem
bers of the Dominican Order testified 
under oath to having received visits from 
souls in purgatory during the recitation of 
the Rosary. The holy souls appeared, 
bearing the Sign of the Cross on their 
foreheads, thanked their benefactors and 
asked them to continue their prayers. 
Repeatedly these holy souls made known 
that, with the exception of Holy Mass and 
Holy Communion, there is no more power
ful means of releasing souls from purga
tory than the Rosary, and that a great 
number are delivered by it every day.

In addition to the indulgences which 
may be gained by the Rosary prayer itself, 
innumerable indulgences, both plenary and 
partial, may be gained by becoming a mem
ber of the Archconfraternity of the Holy 
Rosary. This Archconfraternity, the foun
dations of which were laid by St. Dominic 
himself, is the oldest and largest in the 
world and has been approved and recom
mended by at least thirty-four popes. 
Father Faber says, “ The Archconfraternity 
of the Holy Rosary can well be called the 
queen of indulgenced devotions.” *

*Our booklet The Eosary, M y Treasure gives a
more details# explanation of the Arohconfraternity of 
the. Holy* Rosary, together -with the rich indulgences 
which are available to its members. 10# per copy.
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